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Business Thermometer 
Wholesalers ia. , em and Credits 


O.-tober 1943 


representing most kinds of busi- 

ness throughout the country 

showed sales for October 1943 
down 6 per cent from those of Oc- 
tober 1942, according to an an- 
nouncement released today by J. C. 
Capt, Director of the Census. For 
the first 10 months of this year, dol- 
lar volume was 4 per cent over that 
of the corresponding period of 1942, 
and for this October compared with 
the preceding month, sales remained 
almost unchanged. 


This monthly study is conducted 
jointly by the National Association 
of Credit Men and the Bureau of 
the Census. Detailed figures are pre- 
sented in the following tables in 
summary for the United States and, 
insofar as the data permit without 
disclosing individual operations, by 
geographic divisions. 

For October 1943 over October 
1942, of the 35 trades shown sep- 
arately in this survey, 17 recorded 
sales gains from a slight (2%) in- 
crease for voluntary-group whole- 
salers of groceries and foods to a 
substantial rise of 23% for whole- 
salers of automotive supplies. Beer 
wholesalers reported a 22% sales 
gain; paper and its products, leather 
and shoe findings, and farm supplies, 
each 21%; coal, 15%; metals, 13%; 
and specialty lines of groceries and 
foods, 12%. A 9% gain was re- 
ported by wholesalers of clothing and 
furnishings, except shoes; 8%, full- 
line wholesalers of groceries and 
foods; 6%, tobacco and its products ; 
and 5% each, paints and varnishes, 
and drugs and sundries. Sales re- 
mained practically unchanged from 
last October’s volume for dealers in 
wholesale general hardware, were 
down 9% for wholesalers of meats 
and meat products, 16% for lumber 
and building materials, 25% each for 
shoes and other footwear and for 
electrical goods wholesalers, and 32% 
for wholesalers of wines and liquors. 


z Reports from 2,776 wholesalers 
w 


Inventories, in terms of dollars 
based on cost values, at the close of 
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October 1943 were 6% lower than 
those of October 31, 1942, the 
fifteenth consecutive month that in- 
ventories have been smaller, on a 
year-to-year comparison. Compared 
with stocks held on September 30 
this year, almost no change was 
noted at the end of October. 

The stock-sales ratio for whole- 
salers at the end of this October was 
105 as against 104 for last October 
and 104 for September 1943. Whole- 
salers of confectionary, with sales 
down 7% and inventories down 15%, 
showed a stock-sales ratio of 56 this 
October as against 58 last October. 
With sales up 7% and inventories 
up 28%, wholesalers of surgical, 
medical, and hospital equipment and 
supplies revealed a stock-sales ratio 
of 133 for October 1943 and 110 for 
October 1942. Wholesalers of jew- 
elry noted an 8% decrease in sales 
and virtually no change in inven- 
tories, with a stock-sales ratio of 151 
for October 1943 and 138 for last 
October. Plumbing and heating sup- 
plies, with 25% less dollar volume 
and 12% less inventory, had an Oc- 
tober 1943 stock-sales ratio of 117 
and an October 1942 ratio of 98. 
Sales were up 15% for optical goods 
wholesalers and inventories were 
down 18%, reflected in a stock-sales 
ratio of 72,-as against 103 for Oc- 
tober a year ago. Of the 35 trades 
for which stock-sales ratios are 
shown, 13 showed increases, Octo- 
ber 1943 compared with October 
1942. 

Collections on accounts receivable 
were 21% higher for this October 
than for October 1942, and almost 
6% over those of September this 
year. The collection percentage for 
October 1943 was 115; for October 
1942, 95; and for September 1943, 
109. Accounts receivable were 19% 
less on October 1, 1943, than on Oc- 
tober 1, 1942; but at the beginning 
of this October compared with Sep- 
tember 1, 1943, virtually no change 
was noted. 
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